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NEWS LETTER
                FEBRUARY 2012 

Dear Confreres, 

This month of February brings fresh to our mind the celebration of the World Day for Consecrated Life and the Grace-filled season of Lent. 
The celebration of  Consecrated Life  is intended to help the entire Church to esteem ever more greatly the witness of those persons who have chosen to follow Christ by means of the practice of the evangelical counsels and, at the same time,  to be a suitable occasion for consecrated persons to renew their commitment and rekindle the fervor which should inspire their offering of themselves to the Lord. 
We are also just getting ready to journey with the Lord in the season of Lent, a moment of personal purification and a time for spiritual journey. The season of Lent is also a period of grace that paves  way for a richer openness to persons and a stronger unity with God. Christians all over the world recall Christ’s lonely journey to Calvary which culminates in the ‘Hosanna” of Palm Sunday and finally in the betrayal, suffering and death on Good Friday. Christ’s passion articulates for people their own physical pain, their difficulty in relationships, the feeling of being unloved, unwanted and unimportant. The passion of Christ focuses upon persons like us  tormented by our own weaknesses, and no matter how many new beginnings we make; we still find that we fall again and again.  May this holy season of Lent strengthen us to embrace the cross of our day-to-day life and a source of a blessing on our missionary journey.
Follow up of the Action Plan of the Congress 2011: It is to inform every member and the community of the province to take seriously  the following up of the Pune Provincial Congress in October 2011:

a. Daily sharing of the events in the community at an appropriate time

b. Compulsory participation of the members in the common prayers of the community.

c. Every member is to spend daily at least 30 minutes in personal prayer

d. To be available for the monthly recollection at community or Apostolic Community level and for Apostolic community Meetings. 

e. Study and use of local language to be taken seriously by all. 

f. Vision and mission plan of each centre need to be refocused in planning and implementation. 

g. Practice genuine Fransalian hospitality at all levels.

h. Treat each other with respect.

i. Involve people in decision making.

j. Refocus on community based apostolate.

k. Priority to the poor need to be taken seriously 

l. Sharing of responsibility among the members

m. Bringing about newness and new horizons in the ministries.

Meeting of all Principals/Head Masters and Managers of our private (unaided) schools: It will be held on 26th April from 9 am to 5 pm. It is a very important meeting and so  all the concerned members are expected to attend the same.
Visit of  the Superior General: As informed earlier the Fr. Agnelo Fernandes, our beloved Superior General will visit our Provincialate from April 27th to 4th May 2012. He has willingly consented to give orientations on the New governance to our confreres. May I request all the superiors, Heads of the Institutions, Directors, Principals and Headmasters to attend this important meeting on 27th and 28th without fail. This will be followed by three days of follow up programme with the Provincial curia.

Formation Forum Cum Vocation Promotion Team Meeting: In view of the implementation of the Action Plan of the Congress in the areas of Formation and Vocation Promotion, the meeting will be held at SFS Institute, Bastora on 14th & 15th February 2012. 

Education Seminar: The Fransalian Forum for Education will organize its Educational Seminar at Charis Bhavan,  Athirampuzha, Kerala, from  2nd morning to 4th May 2012. Those  who work in the field of education are encouraged to attend the same. 

 Musical Concert: Fr. Valerain Carvalho is organizing a musical show for the Friends of Fransalians and well wishers on 18th February. We wish him all the very best for the success of the concert. 

Budget Papers: All the superiors, Managers and Directors are requested to send in their budget to the Bursar’s Office, as per the forms given by the end of March. 

NEWS FROM THE CENTRES
Titbits of Kakkeri: Christmas is a time of joy, sharing and celebration. For the Parish of Kakkeri too, it was a blissful and festive season as we planned out the Christmas week programme meticulously for the children, youth and women. A meaningful Christmas Programme was organized for about 400 children, 100 youth and 300 women of our villages irrespective of Religion. We began the Christmas programme prayerfully by explaining to them about the significance of Christmas, meaning of Christmas tree, star, Santa Claus etc, by enacting the same. We went on procession with baby Jesus by singing carols to the old Church compound and it was placed in the crib. We conducted several games for the children, young and old and distributed prizes and sweets. Their joy was boundless and the meaning of Christmas was instilled in their hearts. It was a fulfilling day for all of us.
The Feast of St. Francis De Sales Chapel Linganmath [Sub station]: As we entered silver jubilee year of our St. Francis de sales Chapel, the feast was celebrated on 27th Jan. with pomp and glory. The Triduum helped the people to prepare themselves spiritually to celebrate the feast to its fullness. The Eucharistic celebration was celebrated by the newly ordained Jesuit Fr. Felix D’Silva with the meaningful Liturgy. People had meal together which was prepared in common.  (Fr. Daniel Alphonso)

Christmas Bal Mela 2011  at  Mermier Ashraya Dahanu: On the happy occassions of Christmas and New Year , Mermier Ashraya, Sauata, Dahanu dazzled with the festive spirit. ‘The Christmas Bal Melal 2011’  was held at Mermier Ashraya on 25th Dec 2011. The festive celebrations at Mermier Ashraya, consisted of various contests like  coloring/ Drawing,  better writings, essay writings  and Quiz on December 20th. The various funny games and Competitions were  conducted on December 25th in 3 categories, i.e., Kids group, Female group and Male group followed by the Final round. At the end of the day cultural evening was organized by the children.  Mr. Davram Dalvi,  the Sarpanch of Savata-Saravali village was the chief Guest. He appreciated the institution and its involvement in the ministry towards the underprivileged Tribal  children. Bro. Boniface enlightened the children through his Christmas message. A deep sense of joy and appreciation could be seen among the children at the closure of the event. December 31st, the last day of the year 2011 was celebrated  in Ashraya  as a thanks giving event of our life. The fellowship meal  was cooked and served  to all by the students of the Ashraya. (Fr. Prabhakar msfs)
SFS School, Kadgaon: We had our 7th School Annual Day Programme on 27th January 2012. The programme centred on the theme Green India – Clean India.  Songs, dances and skits all voiced out the children’s thirst for a green environment. The Principal, Management and staff strived hard to give a quality programme to the parents and guests.  On this day the priests and religious of the Kolhapur Deanery were invited for the SFS Feast day celebration which was followed by the annual day programme.  The Chief Guest for the programme was Fr. Vincent Lourdswamy, the Provincial of Pune Province, the Guest of Honour was Fr. Nazareth D’silva, MSFS who graced the occasion along with 6 of his parishioners from Germany. The presence of Fr. Joe Monteiro sj the Dean of Kolhapur Deanery,  Fr. Philip D’souza the Director of Navsarni, Fr. Jesuraja the Director of Snehalaya, and Sr. Adula Mendes, sfn the Superior of SFN community, Tambale was a great honour for the school (Elvis).
St. Joseph High School, Kurla: We celebrated our Annual Day on 16th December 2011 which was creative, artistic and colourful one. The former principal Fr. Johnson Gonsalves was the esteemed Chief Guest and spoke on the theme: “Give Peace A Chance”. The entire programme  was appreciated by all. Subsequently on 18th December the Josephite Christmas Mela was organized. It was indeed a huge success especially with regards to the aims and objectives of the event. Each and every member of the Josephite Family worked hard  as a team to have this achievement to our credit. On 20th January 2012, the entire school took part in a well organized school picnic to a Water park in Thane. Nearly one thousand students joined this enriching school activity. We also celebrated St. Francis de Sales feast with pomp and show, with treats for staff and students alike. (Fr. Jerry Misquith)

SFS School, Pune: 27th of January 2012 was a day of gaiety, lighting, enthusiasm, and zeal for everyone belonging to St. Francis De Sales School, Pune as it celebrated its Annual day. The chief guest for the occasion was Mr. Sanjay Jadhav, the Deputy Commissioner of Police. The program was also attended by eminent dignitaries from the MSFS and various schools. The children presented laudable and astounding performances which aptly depicted the theme “Nurture the nature and the nature will nurture you”. The evening witnessed the spark and enthusiasm of the students right from the tiny tots who swayed to the tunes of various foot-tapping numbers.  Social issue on “save the girl child” was addressed through a humorous Marathi Street Play. Celebration of Indian dances, contemporary dance which depicted the lament of the earth, a musical skit which stressed on the importance of saving the earth from huge constructions, pollution, and wanton killing of animals won the admiration of the parents and received thunderous applause at the end of every event. The school choir left the crowd mesmerized by their melodious performance. The annual report was presented by the student council.

Doctoral Thesis of Fr. Denis Lemos: The following is the  title of the doctoral thesis of Fr.Denis Lemos, "CRISIS AND COPING WITH CRISIS", an Empirical-Theological Study on the Street Children of Navi-Mumbai. He will be defending the thesis on 13th Feb. We wish him all the best for his doctoral defense with our prayerful support. He will be returning to the province in March. Warm welcome to him.
We thank Fr. Armindo Nazareth, who has accepted to be the postulator for the cause of glorification of our Founder Fr. Peter Marie Mermier. 

Hearty Congrats: 1. Fr. Gregory Buttelo has been appointed as the administrator of the parish in Australia.
2. Fr. Albert Fernandes msfs has been appointed as the Diocesan Director of Commission for Social Communication and Media and also as the sub-editor of the Jaipur Darpan by  Most Rev. Oswald J. Lewis, the Bishop of Jaipur.  We wish them. all the best and assure full support. We also thank Fr. Albert Fernandes for the preparation of the Novena prayers to St. Francis De Sales. 
3. We also offer our Hearty Congrats to Fr. Thomas Muttam for completing his studies in Social Law and Fr. Samuel Rayer who has secured 87% in his second course music Music in Kerala and  returns to the province. 

Welcome to: Our confreres Frs. Thomas Fernandes in February, and Perry in March from Switzerland.  Frs. Nazareth and Cyriac were with their friends and parishioners  on their vacation period in India. We wish them a pleasant stay. 

Fr. Thomas Fernandes will  be visiting our communities and holding meetings  at Valpoi, Aldona, Bastora and Kakkeri in view of supporting the new projects. We thank him for his special concern and efforts.

Best of luck and safe journey: Fr. James Mascrenhas joins the  community in Australia as he leaves on 12th Feb. Let us keep him  and the mission in Australia in our prayers.

Fr. Andrew:  Fr.Andrew had to discontinue his studies in MSW, at Ahmednagar, due to his ill health. He resides at the Provincialate at present.
Let us pray for the soul of Mr.Hubert Louis, brother of Deacon Romeo Louis. He died on 6th Feb. in Amravati. May the Lord forgive and grant him  eternal life, and comfort and consolation to the  family members.
PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAMME

	FEBRUARY – 2012

	4th 5th –PCM
	11th Feast and foundation stone at Valpoi

	6th send- off to James
	12th Court for land

	7th – Belgaum (novitiate )
	13th Meeting at Bastora

	8th Gauthan -Kadgaon
	14th  Meeting at  Aldona/Formators’ meet

	9th  to 15th  Goa 
	26th Snehalaya: annual day.

	10th Meeting s at Valpoi
	28th Visit to Nalla Sopara community



SALESIAN THOUGHT

 The fullness of our love for the divine goodness of our Heavenly Father is expressed in the fullness of our love for our brothers and sisters. (SFS)

Fraternally,




Fr. S. Vincent Lourduswamy msfs

Provincial
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